Cancer
' Health Equity

ChicagoCHEC Research Fellows Program
Application Deadline: February 28, 2018

The ChicagoCHECResearch Fellows programis a comprehensive learning experience for
undergraduate and postbaccalaureate studentsat Northeastern Illinois University, University
of lllinoisat Chicago, Northwestern University, the City Collegesof Chicago, and other
Community/ Junior Collegesin the Chicago metropolitanarea who are planningto applyto
graduate or medical school. This programisfocused on the development of academic,
technical, and professional skills in preparationfor careers in social, behavioral, and biomedical
research and in healthcare. ChicagoCHECResearch Fellows will spend the summer in seminars
and research rotationslearning from leading researchers. Following the summer intensive
program, ChicagoCHECResearch Fellows will havethe optionto be matched with a research
mentor and research projectduring the academic year.

The Chicago Cancer Health Equity Collaborative (ChicagoCHEC) isa National Cancer Institute
comprehensive cancer partnership led by the Robert H. Lurie Comprehensive Cancer Center of
Northwestern University, Northeastern lllinois University, and the University of lllinois at
Chicago.Our mission is to advance cancer health equity through meaningful scientific
discovery, education, training, and community engagement. We believe that everyone should
have the opportunity to attaintheirhighestlevel of health. The ChicagoCHECResearch
Fellows program, which seeks to increase the number of strong and diverse social, behavioral,
and biomedical researchers and healthcare professionals, is critical to that vision.

We are pleasedto announce the 2018 ChicagoCHEC Fellows Program. This program seeks
outstanding undergraduate and postbaccalaureate students with aninterest in health and
health care who: (1) possess the commitment to apply to graduate or medical school; and (2)
can bring diverse perspectives and experiences to advance the nation’swork toward cancer
health equity.

February 28, 2018. Deadline for receipt of applications.

March 12018. Selectionof finalists.
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March 2018. Interviews of finalists.
April 2018. Selectionand notification.
June 18, 2018. Start of summer intensive program.

August 10, 2018. Culminate of summer intensive program.

The ChicagoCHECResearch Fellows program consists of a paid full-time summer research and
enrichment experience in Chicago. Afterwards, students will have the optiontobeplacedin a
research team during the academicyear for course credit (e.g., independent study) or service
learning credit. All Research Fellows will have access to ongoing career advancement activities
and must participateinperiodic performance monitoring of career progression.

All Research Fellows selected for the program must participate inthe summer intensive
experience from June 18 to August 10, 2018. The summer intensive experience is full-time;
Research Fellows are expected to devote a minimum of 40 hours per week ona g AM to 5 PM
basis to theirresearch rotationsand training. Students should not, therefore, expect to take
courses or engage in otherwork or volunteer commitments during the daytime.

The summer intensive experience preparesindividualsfor careers in social, behavioral, and
biomedical research and in healthcare. During the intensive 8 week program, fellows will meet
with leading scholarsin basic, clinical, translational, prevention, control, behavioral, and
populationresearch over a course of research rotations at Northwestern University, the Robert
H. Lurie Comprehensive Cancer Center, the University oflllinois at Chicago, and the University
of lllinois Cancer Center, and NEIU. In addition, fellows will participateinjournal clubs, case
studies, and group activitiesto develop communication, career readiness, writing, and critical
thinking skills, as well as leadership development focused on self-reflection, building resiliency,
understanding conflict, and finding mentors. At the end of the summer, fellows are expected
to present ata symposium organized by ChicagoCHEC. This summer intensive experience is
designed to prepare fellows for immediate success in theiracademic year research team
placement.

Followingthe summer intensive program, fellows will have the opportunity to be matched
with a ChicagoCHEC research mentor and research project (depending on mentor and project
availability). In these research team placements, fellows will have the opportunity to perform
research during the academic yearfor course credit (e.g., independent study). ChicagoCHEC
research mentors are leading scholarsina wide spectrum of scientific disciplinesworking
toward cancer health equity. Under the supervision of the team in which they are placed,
fellows typically will have the opportunity
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to participateinarange of research activities, including, but not limited to:

e Collecting, maintaining, and analyzing data

e Performing scientificliterature searches

e Recruiting and enrolling research participants

e Delivering health programs, including education, outreach, and interventions
e Participating inprojectteam meetings

e Preparing a research report or poster presentation

ChicagoCHECResearch Fellowship assignments are supplemented throughout the yearby
seminars and group discussions on a variety of research topics, as well as professional
development and leadership training.

During the 8 week long summer intensive program, ChicagoCHECResearch Fellows will
receive a stipend of $3600. During theirresearch placementsin ChicagoCHECresearch teams,
fellows can apply toreceive course credit (e.g., via an independent study) or service learning
credit. Housing, meals, and local travel support is not provided. Travel is required forthe
ChicagoCHECResearch Fellows program which will primarily take place in downtown Chicago.

At the conclusion of the program, fellows become part of an alumni network and typically
attend ChicagoCHEC'sannual meetings and become mentors to subsequent years'
ChicagoCHECResearch Fellows. Fellows are expected to meet ChicagoCHEC'srequirements
forthe submission of periodicinformation needed for overall project performance monitoring,
which includes monitoring of a fellow’s career progression.

The ChicagoCHECResearch Fellowship is a research experience and enrichment program for
undergraduate and postbaccalaureate studentsinterested in careers in social, behavioral, and
biomedical research as well as students interested in attending medical or otherhealth
professional school programs. Students with experience in health disparitiesand a keen
interest in learning more about the biological, environmental, social, and genetic causes of
health disparitiesare especially encouraged to apply. The admission committee will give
preference to students from diverse backgrounds, including underrepresented racial and
ethnicgroups (including but are not limited to African Americans, Hispanic Americans,
American Indians/Alaska Natives, Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders), individuals with
disabilities, and/or individualsfrom disadvantaged backgrounds. ChicagoCHEC welcomes
applicationsfromstudents in all science disciplinesand encourages first generation college
students toapply.

In addition, applicants must:

e BeaU.S.citizen or permanent resident.
e Bearising sophomore, junior, senior, or student-at-large at Northeastern Illinois
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University, University of lllinoisat Chicago, or Northwestern OR be enrolled at least
half-time at one of the City Collegesof Chicago or one of the Community/Junior
Collegesin the Chicago metropolitanarea.

Intend to apply to graduate or professional school. Community college students must
intend to applytoafouryearcollege.

Be ableto attend the ChicagoCHECResearch Fellows programon a 40 hour/week,
Monday through Friday, 9 AM to 5 PM basis. The program will primarily take place in
downtown Chicago. Travel support to and from the programis not provided, unless
otherwise specified.

Individuals who are not currently enrolled, or a student-at-large at Northeastern Illinois
University, University of lllinoisat Chicago, Northwestern University, City Colleges of Chicago
or Community/Junior Collegesin the Chicago metropolitanareaare not eligibleto apply.

Members of the ChicagoCHECResearch Education Core and Community Steering Committee
will assess each applicant, based on the following criteria:

Academic, professional, and personal achievements

Potential for future growth and career advancement

Interpersonal and communication skills

Individual plans forincorporating the fellowship experience into specific career goals

The review committee will select finalists from the applicantsand interview themin-person.
Interviews will take placein Chicago, IL in March 2018. Applicantswho are selected for
interviews will receive detailsabout the remainder of the process upon invitation.

To complete and submitan online application, an applicant mustdo the following:

1. Prepare in advance the following documents and save themto your hard drive:

An up-to-date curriculum vitae or resume

Two separate essays on the following topics: (1) The reasons you want to bea
ChicagoCHECResearch Fellow, including a discussion of your strengths and
qualifications for the program and howthis fellowship experience will fit with your
career plans (up to 300 words); and (2) What is something that people don’t necessarily
know about you, but that youthink they should? (up to 300 words)

College transcripts (unofficial transcripts are accepted).

Two letters of recommendation(at least one lettermust be from a faculty member)

2. Upload allrequired documents to the online submission system:

Link to online submission system: https://j.mp/2xziQD5
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The final applicationdeadline forthis programis February 28, 2018 at 11:59 pm CST. ALL
applicationmaterials, including letters of recommendation, must bereceived by thisdate for
full consideration.

Applicantswho becomefinalists will be notified in March 2018 and invited to participatein
aninterview. Applicantsselected for the fellowship will be notified in April 2018.

All applicantsshould familiarize themselves with online submission requirements well before
thefinal submission deadline. In fairness to all applicants, the programwill not accept late
submissions.

Please direct inquiries to: researchfellowsprogram@-chicagochec.org.
To get the latest news about the ChicagoCHEC Research Fellows Program, please visit us

at http://chicagochec.org and follow us on Twitter (@chicagochec) or Instagram
(checstudentinfo).

Page 5


http://chicagochec.org/



